230                      MONEY-CHANGER S
The most singular exhibitions in these cities are the several shroffs 1 (money-changers, or bankers), dispersed in every public bazaar, or line of shops. These men, who are chiefly Hindoos, and whose credit may perhaps extend throughout the continent of Asia for any reasonable amount, take their station in this humble line of buildings, having on their right and left, piles of copper coins and cowries.2 Those shroffs are occupied the whole day in exchanging piee for rupees or rupees for pice, selling or buying gold mohurs, and examining rupees ; and to all such demands upon him he is entitled to exact a regulated per centage, about half a pice in a rupee. Small as this sum may seem yet the profits produce a handsome remuneration for his day's attention, as many thousands of rupees may. have passed under his critical eye for examination, it being a common practice, both with shopkeepers and individuals, to send their rupees to the shroff for his inspect ion, always fearing imposition from the passers of base coin. These shroffs transact remittances to any part of India by hoondies,3 which are equivalent to our bills of exchange, and on which the usual demand is two and a half per cent at ninety days, if required for any distant station.
The European order is here completely reversed, for the shopkeeper sits whilst the purchasers are compelled to stand. The bazaar merchant is seated on the floor of his dukhaun, near enough to the open front to enable him to transact business with his customers, who, one and all, stand in the street to examine the goods and to be served ; let the weather be bad or good, none are admitted within the threshold of the dukhaun. In most places the shops are small, and look crowded with the articles for sale, and those where manufactories are carried on have not space to spare to their customers.
Very few gentlemen condescend to make their own purchases ; they generally employ their confidential domestic to go to market for them ; and with the ladies their women ser-
1  Sarraf.
2  Cowries are small shells imported from the Eastern isles, which pass in India as current coin, their value fluctuating with the price of corn, from, sixty to ninety for one pice.    [Author.]
3  Hundl.